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Statement on the United States-
Mexico Binational Drug Strategy

February 6, 1998

I welcome the release today, with the Gov-
ernment of Mexico, of the U.S.-Mexico Bina-
tional Drug Strategy. This strategy lays out
the concrete actions our two governments
will take to fulfill the 16 goals set out in our
Alliance Against Drugs, including disman-
tling the criminal organizations that purvey
these poisons, sustaining our success in re-
ducing drug demand, and removing obstacles
to even closer law enforcement cooperation
with Mexico.

This strategy is guided by the principle
that drug trafficking and drug abuse are
shared international threats and that we can
only defeat them by acting in common, with
our other international partners. Our com-
mon efforts will uphold the sovereignty and
rule of law which drug trafficking organiza-
tions seek to erode.

We are making great progress in the fight
against drugs, but we cannot let up our ef-
forts now. The fiscal year 1999 budget I pro-
posed contains an increase of nearly $500
million, to over $5.8 billion for drug demand
reduction, the largest total ever. I have also
asked Congress to fund an additional 1,000
law enforcement officers for our borders, so
we can slam the door on drugs where they
enter. Working with Mexico and our other
partners in the hemisphere, we are develop-
ing new ways to strengthen multilateral ef-
forts against drugs, to promote the synergies
that can bolster our success.

The test of this strategy will be its results.
I am pleased that the U.S.-Mexico High
Level Contact Group Against Drugs, chaired
on our side by General Barry McCaffrey, is
proceeding immediately to develop agreed
measures of performance that will tell us if
and how well our strategy is succeeding, and
how to continue strengthening our
counternarcotics partnership with Mexico.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Designating ‘‘Ronald Reagan
Washington National Airport’’
February 6, 1998

Today I have signed into law S. 1575, a
bill passed to change the name of the Wash-
ington National Airport to the Ronald
Reagan Washington National Airport. As the
Nation celebrates President Reagan’s 87th
birthday, we wish him and his family well.
He is in our thoughts and prayers.

NOTE: S. 1575, approved February 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–154.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

February 2
In the morning, the President returned to

Washington, DC, from Camp David, MD.
Later, he had a telephone conversation with
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia concerning
the situation in Iraq.

In the afternoon, the President attended
a meeting in National Security Director Sam-
uel Berger’s office with Rev. Don Argue,
president, National Association of
Evangelicals; Archbishop Theodore
McCarrick, Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Newark; and Rabbi Arthur Schneier, presi-
dent, Appeal of Conscience, to discuss their
upcoming visit to China from February 9 to
March 3 to observe the state of religious free-
dom in that country.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Eligah Dane Clark to be Chairman
of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals at the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.
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